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In a remarkable trick, a crisis that began with the failures of  private banks 
has been transformed into a crisis of  public debt. The government would 
have us believe that a period of  austerity - wage freezes, job cuts, and 
cuts to public spending - is essential. But as the economy has plunged 
back into recession, these policies are under increasing attack. 
 

Austerity is not working, so why are we still being promised years of  it to 
come? The truth is that the leaders of  all the major parties are committed 
to austerity, not because it's good for us, but because it's good for them 
and their wealthy friends.  The highest earners are making a killing while 
the rest of  us face job insecurity and cuts to pay, pensions, services and 
benefits. 
 

The millionaires in government and the media want us to focus on the 
'lazy' unemployed, lone parents, immigrants, and disabled people. But 
even their own figures for benefit fraud are infinitesimal compared to tax 
avoidance and evasion - and the vast sums spent on bailing out the 
banks. 
 

Hand in hand with savage cuts we are seeing the mass privatisation of  
public services. Despite making a mess of  everything they get their 
hands on, dodgy companies like G4S are being rewarded with millions in 
public money. Public services are being slashed to prepare them for 
takeover by private companies. Businessmen are queuing up to get a 
slice of  the NHS, schools, and every other service we rely on. 
 

The bankers' crisis is being used as an excuse to roll back the clock to 
the bad old days; to dismantle the welfare state, restore the power of  
bosses while destroying workers' rights, and turn every aspect of  our 
society into an opportunity for profit.  
 

If  we don't want a return to Dickensian conditions, we need to stop this - 
now. 
 
 

 

What's wrong with austerity? 

 

Who are we? 
 

Brighton Stop the Cuts Coalition brings together trade unionists, campaigning 
groups and political activists to fight the cuts and privatisation of our public 
services.  Visit our website at http://stopthecutscoalition.org/brighton for more 
information & details of upcoming events including: 
 

Sunday 9 September - National Shop Stewards Network March & Lobby of TUC    
   Conference in Brighton, calling for a 24 hour national strike against austerity. 
 

Saturday 22 September - Anti-austerity demo at the LibDem Conference 
    in Brighton, to be followed by mass pickets of local workfare exploiters. 
 

Saturday 20 October -  TUC National Demo Against Austerity in London. 
    Brighton Trades Council are organising a special train - to find out more 
    contact  brightontradescouncil@gmail.com or call Phil on 01273 380819.  
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