
The cuts to benefits go hand in hand with privatisation. Private 
companies and rich investors are queuing up to get a slice of our 
public services.  Private providers, like fraud-riddled A4E, are 
paid millions in public money to bully those in most need. 
 

IT company Atos gets over £100m a year to force sick and 
disabled people off benefits and onto the dole queue, by means 
of their much criticised computerised work capability 
assessment. Recommendations of health care professionals 
have been ignored, and severely disabled and even dying people 
have been forced to sign on. Thousands have died after being 
found fit to work.  Others have killed themselves out of fear for 
the future. 
 

Brighton Benefits Campaign has created a pantomime of a 
computer-led medical examination by Atos, which makes use of 
elements from real medical reports, and joined with Brighton 
DPAC in fighting this attack on some of the most vulnerable 
members of our society.  

 

 
Brighton Benefits Campaign 

 

LET’S UNITE AGAINST THE  

REAL SCROUNGERS! 

 

For decades our public services have come under attack from 
successive governments intent on cutting and privatising. As 
soon as the bankers’ crisis began, this assault became an all-out 
war on the welfare state, under the guise of reducing national 
debt.  But the cuts are having a disastrous effect on the economy 
and on our society. 
 

The imposition of austerity caused mass job losses. But while 
numbers on welfare increased, benefits were slashed for those on 
low wages, the unemployed and disabled people. To justify cuts, 
government propaganda paints everyone on benefits as work-shy 
scroungers. Yet increasingly more and more public money is 
being diverted to private companies to replace the public sector 
on the cheap - they are the real scroungers.   
 

The welfare system is in the interests of all of us, in or out of 
work. Destroying welfare serves only the richest and the bosses 
who want an army of desperate people competing against each 
other for poorly paid jobs, or forced to work for nothing.  
 

We have already shown that taking action together can have  
extraordinary results.  Whether you are in or out of work, on 
benefits or not, join us in fighting the destruction of our welfare 
system!   
 

 BBC is not a claimant or    
advice group. Many of us are 
currently in work, but we 
know that the benefit system 
is in the interest of the 
working class as a whole. We 
aim to build a collective 
campaign of those in and out 
of work to fight the cuts and 
privatisation of welfare and 

public services. We use leafleting, photo stunts, demonstrations  
and direct actions to campaign and to counter government 
propaganda.  We’re also part of Brighton Stop the Cuts Coalition, 
and campaign in solidarity with trade unions and other groups. 

 

blog: http://brightonbenefitscampaign.wordpress.com 
email: brightonbenefitscampaign@gmail.com 

phone: 07730 776471 



 

Workfare - working for your benefit - is not just an imposition 
on the unemployed.  It is also an attack on the pay and 
conditions of those currently in work.   
 

Thousands of unemployed people have been forced by the 
threat of sanctions to ‘volunteer’ for unpaid work in large 
retailers, charities and other bodies such as councils.  Young 
people are told that ‘work experience’ will help them get a job.  
 

Yet workfare does not create jobs, it destroys jobs! Dole slaves 
don’t just come cheap - they have no employment rights, aren’t 
in a union, and can be used to work nights, bank holidays and 
overtime, saving the employer from paying extra wages to 
regular staff or offer new regular or seasonal jobs. How long 
before these companies will be getting someone to do your job 
for the dole? 
 
 

 

Public image means a great deal to the retailers and 
charities using workfare.  Brighton Benefits Campaign’s 
pickets of local stores have resulted in branches 
immediately withdrawing from workfare schemes.   

 

We are part of a national 
campaign linked to Boycott   
Workfare which has  forced 
chains such as Sainsbury 
and many charities to 
distance themselves from  
these schemes. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Cuts and caps to Housing Benefits are affecting thousands of 
working people who claim benefit because of low wages and 
high rents. Yet nothing is done to control rents or to encourage 
employers to pay a living wage. 
 
 

Housing benefit to private tenants has been slashed to the level 
of the lowest 30% of rents, and the benefit levels do not 
increase in line with rents any more. Under 35’s are being 
expected to live in shared accommodation.  
 
 

The bedroom tax is hitting thousands of tenants in social 
housing, with evictions already threatened. In addition new 
social tenants have no security of tenure.  As the final straw, the 
poorest are now expected to pay a proportion of council tax. 
 

According to the Chartered Institute of Housing, three-quarters 
of a million people across the UK will lose their homes as a 
result of housing benefit cuts. They are throwing households 
into spiralling debt and will socially cleanse large areas of cities 
like Brighton from ordinary tenants on a low wage. 
 

This terrible attack on the most disadvantaged comes from a 
government of millionaires like David Cameron, who has 
abused MP’s expenses to pay off the mortgage on his mansion 
in Chipping Norton, but doesn’t give a damn if we lose our 
homes. 

 Poundland picket 2012 

Is workfare good for you - or for your bosses? 

Campaigning against workfare 

Housing Rights Under Attack 

Workfare can be 

stopped, if we  

all keep up  

the pressure! 

Bedroom Tax Lobby 2013 

Fighting for our Homes 

 

In 2013 we have launched a          
campaign against bedroom 
tax and other attacks on our 
housing rights, aiming to  
build local groups to fight the 
cuts and defend tenants. 
 

A Brighton Bedroom Tax   
Victims Support Group has 
also been set up. Text 07503 
746052 for help and advice. 
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