
 

 
 
 

Brighton Benefits Campaign formed in 2010 as a response to the 
Labour government’s ‘welfare reforms’ which included obligatory 
workfare for the unemployed, computerised testing of disabled people by 
Atos and the forcing of lone parents of increasingly younger children to 
sign on, all alongside privatisation of public services. Lucrative contracts 
were given to private providers to bully claimants off benefits. 
 

This assault has intensified and broadened enormously over the last five 
years, using the financial crisis as the perfect excuse for cuts and 
outsourcing. To justify their actions and turn us against each other, the 
millionaires in government and the media demonise one vulnerable 
group after another - unemployed and disabled people, migrants, lone 
parents - and are now targeting young people and low paid workers. 
 

A decent, public welfare system is in the interest of all of us, whether we 
are in work or unemployed, frail or able-bodied. Benefit levels are the 
floor of our wages, and cuts undermine pay and working conditions, 
health and safety, and the ability to organise. Destroying welfare serves 
only the richest who never need it, and the bosses, as an army of 
desperate people are forced to compete for every job.   
 

The attack on welfare is at the heart of a mass assault on all our rights - 
employment, housing, healthcare, education, social security and justice.  
The odds against us may seem insurmountable but with solidarity we 
can fight back. 
 
 

Taking on the real scroungers! 

HIT THEM IN  
THE PROFITS! 

 

After we held  
several late  

night pickets  
of  the local 

Grosvenor G  
Casino,  

they gave  up  
on workfare  
and offered  

paid jobs  
instead! 



 
WHAT CAN PEOPLE DO? 

Brighton Benefits Campaign is a group of paid and unpaid workers, 
some on benefits and some not, organising in solidarity, fighting the     
attacks on welfare together through words and actions. We produce       
information materials, and use photo stunts, demonstrations  and direct 
actions to campaign and to counter government propaganda, as well as 
taking action in solidarity with other groups and trade unions. We have 
even created a pantomime based on the surreal statements from WCAs! 
 

Our next meeting is on Tuesday 24th June at the Unemployed   
Centre in Hollingdean, starting at 7pm.  Join us! 

 

Join a campaigning group, take part in direct action, demonstrations,  
 occupations.  Link campaigns together - we are all under attack. 
 

Educate yourself and others about what’s really happening and why, the 
 latest attacks and your rights, what’s going on elsewhere eg. Spain. 
 Take part in/arrange workshops, public meetings, film screenings. 
 

Organise at work. If you have a job, join a trade union. Press branches 
 and national leaders to take action. If there is no union, build one. 
 

Question the need for cuts whenever possible - at work or college or the 
 pub - wherever you are. Sign petitions, write letters, lobby councillors 
 and MPs.  Challenge the media propaganda. 
 

Don’t despair.  When we fight in solidarity, we can win!  

BRIGHTON UNEMPLOYED CENTRE 

email: brightonbenefitscampaign@gmail.com 
blog: www.brighton.wordpress.com  

The work of Brighton Benefits Campaign has strong links to the 
Unemployed Centre in Hollingdean, as solidarity among      
claimants can only be created through experience of self help.  
The Centre gives welfare and other rights advice, recruiting its 
advisers from claimants, minority groups, as well as anyone who 
want to fight for justice. It is on the frontline of benefit cuts,     
imposition of workfare/sanctions and attacks on EU migrants.  
 

Do you want to make a real difference to people’s lives? 
Become a benefits adviser with us!    Call 01273 540717 

WHO ARE WE? 


