
 

WHY OPPOSE BENEFIT SANCTIONS? 

If you are a jobless claimant… 
 

It doesn’t matter how keen you are - most JSA sanctions hit      
unemployed people who do want a job! Claimants who have 
completed up to 20 jobseeking steps, people who have to miss 
an interview because their children are ill,  or arrive two minutes 
late to an appointment because of road works, or never receive 
the letter calling them in… 
This is all it takes to be left penniless for months or even years. 
All just to punish people for being JSA claimants! 

If you are on sickness benefits or a pensioner… 

Until a few years ago sick people might have thought that the 
sanction regime was ‘not their problem’. However, since the   
Welfare Reform Act of 2008 the regime of conditions and      
sanctions has been extended to people on the sickness benefit 
ESA. Currently only some ESA claimants can be sanctioned. 
Claimants in the ‘support group’ and pensioners may well still   
believe that sanctions are ‘not their problem’ ...  but for how long?  

If you are in work… 
 

If you work you may well think that the sanction regime is ‘not 
your problem’. This is wrong, for two reasons. First, with the   
coming Universal Credit, people who depend on benefits to top up 
their wages (including many Jobcentre workers) will be subject to    
conditions and sanctions and may lose money needed to pay 
their bills, for the most minor offences.  

Second, and more crucial: the sanction regime is an attack on all 

those in work, whether they need to claim or not. If people on no 

or low income are forced, through fear, to compete for any jobs, 

your job is under threat! It is now time to remember that the    

benefit system is the floor for working conditions and pay, and 

that an injury to one is an injury to all.  
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